Finding a Good Story

Lecture for APU Intro Screenwriting Spring '08

Jack Gilbert

A. Finding Your Story - Where do we get ideas?

Represent a Story with a circle - usually don't envision the entire circle in one moment.

What are good starting points?

1. Theme - political, moral, or theological, start there? (Syriana, Babel?)
2. Character - (Lars and the Real Girl, Ratatouille)

3. Starting Point, Inciting Incident, What if… (Juno, I am Legend, Knocked Up)
4. Ending - how did we get here?  (Michael Clayton , American Beauty, Sunset Boulevard)
5. Arena - (Enchanted, Pirates of the Caribbean, The Incredibles)
6. Adaptation - (No Country for Old Men, There Will Be Blood)
7. Real events - (Charlie Wilson's War, Good Night & Good Luck, Munich)
8. Real persons - (Assassination of Jesse James, American Gangster, Into 

the Wild))
9. Personal experience - (Crash)
One great idea might not be enough


Twyla Tharp quote:  "Can't stop with one idea.  Don't really have a workable idea until you 

combine two ideas."

B. Considering Your Story

Now you think you have a good idea for a movie, how do you evaluate you idea?

Practical


Right vehicle for material?  Novel, play, short story?

Right amount of material? Too many characters, locations - Aristotle's Dramatic Unities


Can you execute the material at this point in your development as a screenwriter?

Commercial (not critical for this class)


Budget - too expensive for estimated ticket sales?


Casting - Are there actors that could play these parts? 


Marketing - can they communicate what this movie is about to the right audience?


Competition - What else is out there?

Owning Your Story and Your Role as a Storyteller

A. Specific Considerations - Owning Your Story



Is it something you're passionate about? Entertainment is okay.



Why do you need to make it? Entertain, Inspire (encourage), Instruct (live rightly)



What will you gain from this experience, if it's produced, if it isn't?



Do you think it matters?  Will things be different for this having been produced?

